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PAGE 01 STATE 204192 
ORIGINAL- 10 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 SIG-03 /014R 

66011 

DRAETED BY:AF/E:KPGARLAND 
APPROVED BY:AE/E:GBEYER 

072271 130252Z/15 

R 112320Z AUG78 

EM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO HORN OF AFRICA COLLECTIVE 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 204192 

EOLLOWING REPEAT ADDIS ABABA 3509 ACTION SECSTATE 
INEO USCINCEUR 10 AUG 78. 

QUOTE:C ONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 3509 

DEPT PASS HORN OP APRICA COLLECTIVE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, ET 

SUBJ: ETHIOPIAN PORCES CAPTURE AGORDAT 

REF: ADDIS ABABA 3385 

1. THE ETHIOPIAN NATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY OPERATIONS COMMAND 
(NROC) AT 2030L 9 AUGUST ANNOUNCED THE RECAPTURE OP AGORDAT 
(15 32 N 39 05 E) AT 1200 HOURS ON 9 AUG 1978. AGORDAT HAD 

BEEN THE CAPITAL OF THE ERITREAN LIBERATION PRONT (ELF) FOR 
THE LAST TWO YEARS. THE CITY WAS CAPTURED BY TASK PORCES 
502 AND 507 WHICH WERE DEPLOYED FROM BARENTU (15 08 N 31 
37 E) ON 4 AUGUST. 

2. THE NROC COMMUNIQUE CLAIMED THAT THE ELP WAS JOINED BY 
PORCES PROM THE ERITREAN PEOPLE'S LIBERATION PRONT (EPLF) 
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AND THE ERITREAN LIBERATION PRONT/POPULAR LIBERATION PORCES 
(ELP/PLF) IN AN UNSUCCESSPUL JOINT EFPORT TO HALE THE ETHIO- 
PIAN ADVANCE TOWARDS AGORDAT 7 KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF BARENTU 
(BEDRAPAN PASS). RADIO COMMENTARY CALLED THIS A "DECISIVE 
VICTORY POLITICALLY AND MILITARILY." 

3. WE HAVE HAD NO INFORMATION ON THE SEVERITY OP THE PIGHT- 
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ING DURING THIS LATEST ADVANCE. NOR HAVE WE HAD ANY INDICA- 
TION AS TO WHETHER THE ELF ATTEMPTED TO HOLD AGORDAT AGAINST 
SUPERIOR ETHIOPIAN CONVENTIONAL FORCES OR WHETHER THEY MADE 
A TACTICAL WITHDRAWAL IN ORDER TO CONTINUE TO WAGE GUERRILLA 
WARFARE ON MORE FAVORABLE TERRAIN AND TERMS. ETHIOPIAN CLAIMS 
OF OBJECTIVES REACHED HAVE IN THE PAST BEEN CONFIRMED. WE, 
THEREFORE, GIVE CREDENCE TO THE CLAIM THAT ETHIOPIAN FORCES 
ENTERED AGORDAT. THE CLAIM THAT THE THREE ERITREAN LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS FINALLY COORDINATED IN A MILITARY OPERATION SEEMS 
UNLIKELY BASED ON THEIR PAST LACK OF SUCCESS IN DOING SO AND 
THEIR APPARENT CHANGE IN STRATEGY FROM CONVENTIONAL TO UN- 
CONVENTIONAL WARFARE IN THE FACE OF OVERWHELMING ETHIOPIAN 
SUPERIORITY IN ARMOR AND ARTILLERY (REFTEL). THE FACT THAT 
THE ETHIOPIANS ARE MAKING THIS CLAIM RATHER THAN THE ERITREANS 
MAKES THE ALLEGATION EVEN MORE SUSPECT. INDICATIONS AVAILABLE 
TO US INDICATE THAT FORCES FROM THE THREE ERITREAN LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS WERE PRESENT IN THE BEDRAFAN PASS AREA. WE CONSIDER 
IT LIKELY ALL WERE ENGAGED TO SOME EXTENT, BUT DOUBT THEY 
FORMED A JOINT MILITARY COMMAND. ERITREAN STRATEGY BY ALL 
THREE MOVEMENTS NOW APPEARS TO BE TO HOLD STRONG POSITIONS 
AGAINST ETHIOPIAN ATTACKS INITIALLY, BUT TO FADE AWAY BE- 
FORE TAKING UNACCEPTABLE RISKS OR LOSSES. IT IS PROBABLY 
THAT THE NEXT OBJECTIVE OF THE ETHIOPIAN FORCES WILL BE 
KEREN (15 47 N 38 28 E), THE CAPITAL OF THE EPLF. ETHIOPIAN 
FORCES WILL LIKELY ADVANCE NORTHEAST FROM AGORDAT, RATHER 
THAN NORTHWEST FROM ASMARA THROUGH MORE DIFFICULT TERRAIN. 
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ETHIOPIAN FORCES WILL PROBABLY REQUIRE A BREATHER AND CHANCE 
TO BUILD UP IN AGORDAT BEFORE PURSUING THEIR ADVANCE. 

CHAPIN 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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